32                        Bliicher

to Napoleon, of spreading the news of the Spanish
insurrection, and of joining with the patriots in
Westphalia and Hesse-Cassel. The letter was
published by Napoleon in the Moniteur and the
French emperor did not rest until Stein was an
exile with a price set on his head.

Meanwhile the reform was under way that was
to have the most immediate and tangible results:
the reorganisation of the army. Blucher, still
commanding on the shore of the Baltic, took the
liveliest interest in the proceedings, and his voice
even had some influence on the deliberations.
For Gneisenau, who had been appointed a member
of the reorganisation commission, came to visit him
and to learn his views as to what should be done.

The end and aim of the reform was to raise the
self-respect of the soldier and make the army,
above all, one of patriots. Strange to say more
blindness, more stubborn attachment to the old
order of things was met with here than in any
of the other reforms. The organisation commis-
sion, although headed by Scharnhorst, one of the
most single-minded and ardent of all the patriots,
contained members like Massenbach, Lottum, and
Bronikowski who were still steeped in the old
conservatism. It is strange to see men of the
nineteenth century still clinging to the old idea
that members of the nobility possessed a higher
sense of honour than members of the common herd
and should therefore have an exclusive right to
be officers; still maintaining that the only way to